
1 

 

 

 
 

Pastor Pete Kontra 
 

Rend your heart and not your garments.  Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and compassionate, 

slow to anger and abounding in love. -Joel 2:13 

 

Call all the people together and return to me with all your heart, says the Lord.  He is calling a nation, His 

people, back unto Himself.  There is no longer time for mere ritual.  There is no one who is exempt.  Now is the 

time. 

 

Lent is about to begin, which is our time to journey together to Easter, a time when we often talk about all the 

things we will do or not do to be more focused and disciplined in our walk with Christ. 

 

But before we do or don’t do anything we must stop and truly hear the Word of the Lord, that we would “rend 

our hearts and not our garments”.  Through the prophet Joel God calls His people to something more, to go 

deep, to not merely tear your clothing in mourning as would have been custom, but to tear open your hearts.  

It’s time to be transformed, which can only happen when we are wide open before God. 

 

Before Jesus began His ministry, He was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.  Jesus 

responded to the devil’s temptations with three clear points:  Feed on God’s Word; Trust God and let Him lead; 

Worship and serve only God.  When those are happening in our lives then God will clearly be the center.  When 

God is the center of our lives then the changes He makes in us will be spiritual—a transformation of who we 

are, not just what we do.  The rest will follow. 

 

God has a purpose for His creation—that we live in His fullness of life, in a loving relationship with Him.  And 

so you’re invited to join us as we study His Word together using Larry Crabb’s “God’s Love Letters to You”.  

When we are united as the Body of Christ—studying, praying, sharing, worshiping, serving together—

wonderful and powerful things begin to happen as God moves in our midst. 

 

We serve and awesome God with an awesome love for everyone! 

 

Blessings.  –Pastor Pete 
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From Pastor Doug 
The New Has Come…and Is Coming  

Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have 

come. I Corinthians 5:17 
 

Many of you know that Jen, Luke, and I are expecting a baby girl any day now…as you read this, she may already be 

here. As we expect her arrival, we have rearranged our house, started planning where she will sleep, where new pink 

clothes will go, and what our lives will look like when she comes into this world. This is a great time of expectancy mixed 

with anxiety. We know a change is coming and since it will be new--nothing like we have ever experienced, we can be 

anxious about different issues that can come into play, how will our son Luke respond, will we sleep for the next six 

months? However these thoughts may enter our minds, the over- arching excitement and trust in God’s Hand in and 

through our lives keeps us at peace! Joys outweigh anxieties! Excitement over nervousness. Love over fear. We know a 

change is coming and has already come, but what will tomorrow look like? 

 

Thinking on our body at Hempfield, a look to the future with great anticipation! As we move forward as One body, under 

One Baptism, and One Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we see the changes that have occurred and know more are coming. 

However, as we look together through Scripture, praying with one another, and seeking to be in conversation with the 

Living Christ, we can look with great excitement at what God can do in and through His people. Larry Crabb’s book, 

God’s Love Letters to You arrived today in six boxes. As we move through this devotional in the season of Lent, we can 

seek how God is calling us to live, learn, grow, and go in Jesus Christ our Lord. What will tomorrow look like? I don’t 

know, but I can’t wait to see it when it comes! 

 

As we begin to move forward, I am beginning to look for a couple of people interested in leading the junior high cell 

group next year. This will be grades 6
th
 through 8

th
 to align with our District events. Join with me in prayer that God may 

lay this on the heart of two or three of His servants here. As we look forward, we will seek out curriculum for the 

facilitators to move through and plan events that can allow our youth to grow in the walk with Jesus. If you have any 

questions concerning this, please contact Pastor Doug.  

 

Mission Possible 
Pastor Kent Rice  

Not Only Is It Not All Bad, Some of it is Very Good 

 
After a steady diet of cable news, you may be surprised to learn the following: 

¶ Abortions in the US are at their lowest rate since 1976. 

¶ Violent crime has hit a 20-year low, with overall crime falling for fifteen straight years. 

¶ Globally, absolute poverty (what’s necessary to afford minimal standards of food, clothing, health care and shelter) 

has reached the lowest level in recorded history. 

¶ Deaths from wars in this century are fewer than at any comparable period in the twentieth century. 

¶ Life expectancy continues to rise, reaching 78 in the US and 71 worldwide (up from 59 in 1970). 

¶ Child mortality rates have dropped dramatically in the last forty years while education and literacy rates have soared. 

Source: Yancey, Philip: “The Good News Hiding Behind the Headlines,’ Christianity Today, Jan 15, 2015  

 

It is always good to remember what’s going well instead of just focusing on what’s not. And it’s also hard to know just 

how God is going to use your efforts—it might be 20 years until the tree you planted bears fruit. Be encouraged! And 

don’t be discouraged by the many ways in which the world seems to be falling apart. Christ didn’t give up on us and so 

we shouldn’t give up on the world He came to save! 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/gleanings/2014/february/us-abortions-fall-to-lowest-rate-since-roe-v-wade.html
http://time.com/3577026/crime-rates-drop-1970s/
https://www.devex.com/news/global-absolute-poverty-fell-by-almost-half-on-tuesday-83420
http://abcnews.go.com/Health/life-expectancy-united-states-reaches-time-high/story?id=26035925
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Messages in February   

February 1  Rise Above the Crowd ñLuke 19:1 -10; John 6:60 -66 
Pastor Pete Kontra Preaching  
The crowd:  They were fed by Jesus and followed Him for a while, but when Jesus calls them 

to go deeper, that was the end of the road for many.  And then there’s Zacchaeus:  He climbed 

out of the crowd to see Jesus, and because of that was transformed by Jesus.  The crowd said, 

“Here and now I want.”  Zacchaeus said, “Here and now I give.”  How about you?  Will you 

rise above the crowd and follow Jesus to new life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 8  What? A Friend We Have in Jesus? ñJohn 15:12 -17 
Pastor Kent Rice Preaching  
Jesus is all things to each of us, but some aspects of Christ are harder to embrace than others. 

For some of us, Christ as Lord feels natural and right, but Christ as friend is difficult to 

imagine. Is Jesus really my friend? (The answer is yes because he said he was!) But why 

would he choose me? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 15  Great Ideas into Actions ñRomans 12:9 -21 
Pastor Geoff Davis  Preaching  
How many great ideas do you carry around, just waiting for you to do something?  All of us 

carry around some idea of what kind of follower of Christ we’d like to be, but what does it 

take to actually put those ideas into action and follow Jesus?  Paul gives us our playbook in his 

letter to the Romans – a list of expectations that may seem daunting and overwhelming and 

maybe suggesting that if it’s this hard, you’ll just settle for something else.  But there’s a lot at 

stake and it’s not at all overwhelming if we can remember a few important points. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 22  Godõs Plan for You: Itõs a Good OneñGenesis 50:19 -21 
Pastor Pete Kontra Preaching  
God made us and called us good, and even in the midst of our troubles, our messes, and 

mistakes, God is there and making a way.  Trust Him, and He will lead you to good things. 
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February Ministry Schedules 

 NURSERYðSS NURSERYðWORSHIP 
February 1 

TBA Donna Schaidle, Betty Lull, Laura Myer 

February 8 
Lois Killian  Marg Zurin, Diane Garber, Jen Baker  

February 15 Steph Moyer Sue Brubaker, Sallie Hoppert, Kensey Rice 
February 22 Paula Stoner Betty Cox, Sarah Fisher, Libby Rannels 

 
  
   
 
 
 SOUND TECHNICIANSð8:00  SOUND TECHNICIANSð10:15 

February 1 
Dick Caldwell Blaine Garber & Rich Bushong 

February 8 Rich & Jamie Bushong Matt Markey & Rich Bushong  

February 15 Dave Schott Mitchell Barnes & Rich Bushong 

February 22 Matt Markey Matt Markey & Rich Bushong 
 

 

 

 

 
WORSHIP LEADERSð8:00  WORSHIP LEADERSð10:15 

February 1 Pastor TBD Sheri Barnes   

February 8 Dennis Hughes TBA 

February 15 Randy Ziegler Ray Hutchison 

February 22 Ray O’Boyle     TBA 

 
 
 
  
 
 CHOIRS/SPECIAL MUSIC VIDEO TECHNICIANSð10:15 

February 1 Sanctuary Choir Dave Bendit  

February 8 TBA Doug Howard 

February 15 TBA Dave Bendit 
February 22 Sanctuary Choir Ben Johnson                                
  
 
 

 DEACON GREETERS  JNH GREETERS  
February 1 Ruth Johnson  Jim & Sue Musser 

February 8 Millie Hoffman Delbert & Mary Ann Kautz 

February 15 Carl Haas Earl & Betty Zimmerman 

February 22 Janet Moore Nick & Joanna Huacani 

 
 
 

OFFERING TABULATORS 
Glenn Brubaker, Marcia Root 
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 HCOB Adult Sunday School 

Z THE CHRISTIAN HOME BUILDERS  classes will meet in the library.  We study the International 

Lesson.  We have three or four regular teachers who each teach about one Sunday a month.  We have 

several socials a year with the majority of our class participating.  Our offerings are used for special needs 

within our congregation or community.   The contact people are Ruth Johnson and Millie Hoffman. 

 

February 1 Feasting and Fasting                       Teacher: Denny Bushong 

February 8 Serving Neighbors, Serving God        Teacher: Butch Nachbar 

February 15 Serving the Least                 Teacher: Jim Kettering 

February 22 Start of 40 Day Lent Devotional            Teacher: Kent Rice 

 

 

 

Z THE SEEKERSðThe Seekers Class will be studying the same passage of Scripture that the pastor will be 

preaching on that morning. Please join us for teaching and discussion that will help us to delve deeper into 

the themes that God has put on the hearts of our pastoral leaders. Rich Bushong is the contact person. 

 

February 1 Rise Above the Crowd—Luke 19:1-10, John 6:60-66 Teacher: Kent Rice 

February 8 What A Friend We Have In Jesus—John 15:12-17 Teacher: Doug Hinton 

February 15 Great Ideas into Actions—Romans 12:9-21 Teacher: Ray Hutchison 

February 22 Start of 40 Day Lent Devotional Teacher: Rich Bushong 

 

 

 

Z CONVERSATIONSð In the Great Commission, Jesus told his disciples to go everywhere and baptize, 

preach, and teach everything he commanded.  But what exactly were Jesus’ commands and why are they 

important for us to know?  Conversations Class will continue to examine Jesus’ commands through the 

book, “What Jesus Demands from the World” by John Piper, in weekly examination of Jesus’ words and 

what they mean in our lives and our mission.  Starting February 22
nd

 we will be participating in the whole 

church Lenten study of “God’s Love Letter to You” by Larry Crabb. We meet in our classroom on the 

second floor.  All are welcome to come.  Geoff Davis is the teacher. 

 

 

 

Z HEMPFIELD YOUNG ADUL TS—Please join the young adults as we begin a series called Relate. We're 

wired for relationships, but that doesn't mean we always understand them. Relate: Knowing, Loving, and 

Forgiving the People in Your Life is a Bible study that takes a practical, scriptural approach to different 

types of relationships, including parents, siblings, friends, dating, marriage, and coworkers. Written by 

professional relationship experts, this Bible study helps you understand, develop, strengthen, and restore 

relationships with friends and family. Relate is an invaluable small group experience that helps you 

understand your relationships from a Biblical perspective on relationships of all kinds.  Janelle Witter is the 

contact person. We meet in the classroom on the 1
st
 floor beside the sanctuary. 
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Praying Attention 
  

  
How do we make big decisions? So I was reading along in Luke about a crucial time in the history of the 

making of the church of Christ, at the time of the selection of the 12 Apostles.  I’m reading Luke 6:12 – 

“One of those days Jesus went to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God” and then it 

hit me…wait a minute! Jesus prayed ALL  Night!!!  He went to a mountainside (away from people) and 

at night (in the quiet) and prayed all night and then some questions came to my mind. 

 

¶ What all did Jesus talk about during that time? 

¶ How much time did Jesus spend speaking as opposed to listening? 

¶ Did Jesus pose the question of who the Apostles will be and wait all night for the answer? 

¶ Couldn’t God have given the selected names within the first 5 minutes? 

 

As often is the case with God’s word, we are not given any insight regarding these questions.  My guess is that more than 

anything, God and Jesus were enjoying this precious time together, as Father and Son, with possibly very few words 

between them and God answered at the perfect time. Another thought I had was that it didn’t matter how long it took for 

the Father to answer, Jesus was willing to stay there in God’s presence until He did, enjoying the special moment. 

 

The last two questions I had were:  

¶ Would I ever be able to stay in God’s presence that long - patiently, peacefully, and joyfully waiting for God’s 

crucial answer in a crucial situation at a very crucial time? 

¶ And a more sobering question, what opportunities have I missed as a result of not waiting and listening  for the 

right answer in the time required for God to give it?? 
 

 

HCOB Family News 

 

CAMP SWATARA EVENTS —The following events are coming up at Camp Swatara:  

¶ Valentine’s Day Getaway for Married Couples—Feb 13 & 14 

¶ Taize Lenten Retreat—Feb 20-21 

¶ Acadia National Park Adult Trip—Sept 11-20 

Please contact Janice Haldeman (569-5426) for more information on any of these programs. 
 
 
OPEN GYMðDuring the months of January and February, our gym will be open Saturday 

mornings from 10am - 11:30am for kids grades 4-6 to play basketball. Coaches from East Pete 

Elementary are inviting their players to come but it's not a school activity. All HCOB kids grades 

4-6 are welcome to join us for shooting around and perhaps scrimmages if there are enough kids. 

Parents have been asked to stay in the building during this time rather than drop off and leave. 

Contact Pastor Kent with questions. 

 

 

SAMARITAN'S SAFE CHU RCH PROGRAM BEGINS!  Our church is hosting the 

first meeting of the 2015 Safe Church program on February 7 (snow date February 14) 

from 8:30 to 12:00 noon in Chapel Hall. Nine churches will send representatives here 

to learn more about protecting our children and the newly implemented state laws. 

Please be in prayer for Hempfield's Safe Church Team: Pastors Pete Kontra and Doug 

Hinton, Karen Rice, Galen Brumbaugh, Deb Bendit, Sue Brubaker, Ray and Jayne 

Hutchison, and Donna Reed. 
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HCOB Youth News 

The Hempfield Youth are gearing up for our Winter Retreat in Montrose Bible Conference in February. We will 

be joined by another group led by two of the band members, Paul and Brittney McBride. This time together 

allows us to seek Jesus and strengthen our relationships with one another. Pray for our youth, our safety, and 

that we may grow into a fuller character of Jesus.  

 

One thing our Youth will be doing starting in February is called SOFIA – Seeking Our Faith in Action. As 

much as we are able, this will be for high school and junior high youth. These events will be service projects, 

times of fellowship, and times to grow in our faith outside of the church.  

 

 

 
 

HCOB Kids News 

  

February is upon us and we will be experiencing a new way 

of doing Kidsõ Church during Lent. We will be following along 

with the rest of the congregation while we study the book 

Godõs Love Letters to You. The children will meet together 

for a combined lesson in Chapel Hall after being dismissed from the sanctuary during the 

churc h hour. The same lesson, only broken down in a fun and kid focused format, will be going on 

while the adults are having their service. There will be songs, puppets, drama...lots of 

adventures! Wonõt it be wonderful to be able to discuss the same topics on the way home from 

church and throughout the week?!  

 

Connections 
Connections will be back in swing beginning February 18th through March 25th. There will be 

sign-up sheets in the narthex. Some of the groups will follow along with the congregational 

lessons from the book Godõs Love Letters to You. Other fun activities fo r all ages too! We will 

begin with a meal at 5:30 and then groups will run from 6pm to 7pm. The first night, we will 

enjoy a pizza meal. If you are interested in making the meal for everyone on one of the other 

Wednesday nights, please let Karen Rice know.  We will also plan a pot luck meal and another 

special meal on our last night together.  
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HCOB Calendar 
 

 

 

Keep up with whatõs happening at Hempfield COB by checking out our online 
calendar. 

 

Please go to  
 

http://www.hempfieldcob.org/whatsup.html  
 

for a full calendar of events. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hempfieldcob.org/whatsup.html
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Hempfield Church of the Brethren 
P.O. Box 246 
East Petersburg, PA 17520 

RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED 


